[Vacuum-assisted closure therapy and wound coverage in soft tissue injury. Clinical use].
This study presents the results of a meta-analysis based on the literature dealing with the clinical applications of vacuum-assisted closure (VAC) in the areas of chronic wounds, acute posttraumatic wounds, compartment syndromes, or injuries of the upper extremities. The studies were analysed for validity, significance of conclusion with respect to success rate, publications, and economic efficacy. The data show that with VAC a very valuable technique has been added to an integrated therapeutic concept of soft tissue reconstruction. However, clinical data from prospective randomised trials to support some of the positive aspects seen in the daily clinical application of the technique are still missing. These would create a sound basis demonstrating the economic efficacy of the technique.